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is a penalty for the attainment of a skill which can determine the exact 
amount of the kernel of Isaiah. 1 

F. B. Denio. 
The Theological Seminary, 
Bangor, Me. 

Das Buch Ezechiel. Uebersetzt und erklart. Von Richard 
Kraetzschmar. (— " Handkommentar zum Alten Testa- 
ment," III. Abtheilung, "Die prophetischen Bucher," 3. 
Band, 1. Theil.) Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht. 
1900. Pp. xv + 302. M. 6. 

Students of the Old Testament will gladly welcome another 
volume in this notable series of commentaries. While in some points, 
especially of textual technique, it does not surpass the series of the 
"Kurze Hand-Commentar " edited by Marti, its greater fulness of 
exposition, and its translation of the text, entirely lacking in Marti's 
series, give it first place among German commentaries on the Old 
Testament. 

The introduction discusses (1) the name and person of Ezekiel, (2) 
the time of Ezekiel, (3) the book of Ezekiel, and (4) the literature on 
the book of Ezekiel. Of these four divisions the third is the only 
one requiring especial attention. After setting forth the usual divisions 
and subdivisions of the book, the author properly states that the mate- 
rial in the main is chronologically arranged. But in special cases it 
is sacrificed to meet the point of view on which like material was 
grouped. On the composition of the book of Ezekiel the author com- 
bats the view of Kuenen, that Ezekiel wrote his book entire, and even 
that of Cornill {Einleitung, p. 170), that Ezekiel put it in final shape 
in the twenty-fifth year (of his activity). He maintains that the com- 
pilation of the whole book could not have been done by Ezekiel. 
Evidences of this position are seen in the abrupt breaking off of the 
discourse in 3: 15 and 10:7; in the expansion of the call-vision at 
3:16^-21; the lack of order in chaps. 4f., 44-46; the purposeless 
repetition of the cherubim account in 10: 1, 8ff.; the interpolation of 
11:1-13 and 14-21 in the temple-vision (chaps. 8-11); the falling 
out of the date in 37:1; and the lack of order in chaps. 38 f. As an 
indirect confirmation of his position the author cites the tradition pre- 
served in Baba Bathra (fol. 14^, 15a), that in the line of prophets 
Ezekiel follows Jeremiah, but precedes Isaiah and the Minor Prophets, 

1 Concerning Marti's treatment of the term " the Servant of Jehovah " see pp. 
322-327 of this Journal. 
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and that Ezekiel, as well as the twelve and Esther, was written by the 
men of the great synagogue. Another and still stronger argument, says 
the author, for the opinion set forth is the occurrence of duplicate pas- 
sages, parallel texts, etc. Some of the most striking, as noted in the 
commentary, are : 1:1-3, 13 f.; 3 : 4-9 > 4 : 9-*7 5 6 : 1 ft.; 7^-9; 8 : 7 f . ; 
9 : 5-7 ; 10 : 1, 8 ft.; 12 : 21-27 ! J 7 : 8-10, 16-20 ; 18 : 21-29 > 2 3 : 4 0_ 
44; 24:22-24; 25:3-7; 26:2-14, 19-21; 30:22-26; 35 : 3-150,- 
38 f.; 43:18-27; 45:21ft. One of the editions is preserved in a 
shorter form, and speaks of Ezekiel in the third person ; it is perhaps 
a selection out of the more detailed material which Ezekiel uttered. 
Now, since it is impossible that Ezekiel should have compiled two 
differing texts into one whole, the only solution of the matter that 
remains is the assumption of the activity of a redactor. As to the date 
of the activity of this redactor, it can only be said that he did his work 
before the translation of the Septuagint. 

A careful examination of the passages upon which the author bases 
his conclusions reveals the fact that he has minimized the importance of 
three essential facts: (1) that the book of Ezekiel is made up of scores 
of brief as well as of more extended discourses, so that the sudden 
breaking off of a narrative may point rather to the natural end of a short 
discourse than to an interruption of a narrative by an editor ; (2) the 
oriental Semitic mind is fond of, and its language always abounds in, 
repetitions, both of thought and of form of speech ; to eliminate such 
repetitions is to occidentalize and practically to wipe out one of the 
characteristic charms of oriental Semitic literature ; (3) Ezekiel's 
reflective, detailed method of thought and discourse is not only not a 
method of pure repetition, but a careful balancing of thought on two 
sides of a question under consideration ; such discourses, on no rules 
of literary criticism applicable to Semitic literature, can be classed as 
duplicates. To designate 18 : 21-25 an d 26-29, or 2 4 : 2 4 an( l 22 > 2 3i 
as duplicates is to fail to appreciate the finesse of the discourses of 
Ezekiel. 

The translation and the textual and commentarial part of the work 
are the results of great industry, careful philological treatment, and 
due regard to the best literature touching the theme. These are seen 
especially in the discussions of the corrupt text of chaps. 40-46, as 
well as in such passages as 19:10; 28 : 13, and 31 : 3, and many other 
isolated passages. 

Ira M. Price. 

The University of Chicago. 



